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Study on:
KSU Students' Academic Skills, their
Mastery and how much they need them from
Students and faculty's points of view

Abstract

This study aims mainly at specifying the academic skills,
which King Saudi University students master and the skills they
mostly need, so as to identify the skills they need to be trained on
and to help them master them, for their academic improvement,
from the points of view of the students themselves and the college.

The sample of the study covered 1300 students, representing
5% of the students' community and 178 accounting for 10% of the
teaching staff members. In conducting the study, the researcher
used the "questionnaire" as a tool which included 22 academic
skills that were verified before distribution to respondents.

The most important results concluded by the study included
that 86.2% of KSU students have never received any training on
the academic skills, the level of such skills' mastery ranged between
moderate and weak, and the need for such skills ranged between
moderate and high.

The results showed also that the KSU teaching staff believes

that level of lacking the academic skills ranges between moderate
and high.

On the other hand, the study results unveiled that skills
which are of a low level of mastery, a high level of need and a high
level of lacking according to the teaching staff are: searching in
sources available in the university central library, long-distance
learning via Internet, theses and scientific research papers reading,
using the and encyclopedias as well as electronic dictionaries, time
organization and management, scientific reports writing and
employment of information to fulfill academic requirements.
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Finally, the outcome of the study shown that the students of
the scientific disciplinary in the secondary school or those who
obtained high rates in the secondary school examinations, master
the academic skills more than those of the art disciplines or those
who got lower rates those examinations. According to the study
results also, the students of the applied scientific faculties in the
university are more knowledgeable of such skills than their
counterparts in the humanities faculties; and students with higher
rates in the university (very good and excellent) are more
knowledgeable of and in more need for, those skills than those with
lower rates.

In the light of those results, the researcher recommends that
those who are responsible for Arab colleges and universities in
general and King Saudi University in particular should establish
academic centers to help students adapt to university requirements,
to train them in the required academic skills, to guide them and
develop their skills and experiences in the academic, social and
technical fields, and to hold training courses for students on the
skills they need more.
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